
Name Department VSU Email
Teaching and Research 

Expertise

Research Methodology 

Expertise

Previously served 

on a dissertation 

committee

Previously 

served on a 

thesis 

committee

Faculty Title

Phillip Dybicz Social Work pdybicz@valdosta.edu

historical research, specializing in 

the history of intellectual thought Historical no no

Assistant 

Professor

Jason Brown

Communication 

Arts  jasonebrown@valdosta.edu

MA in Screenwriting & Film 

Studies, MFA in Film & Video 

Production, Certified in Media 

Distribution & Financing

Practioner-led, Mixed 

Methodology no no

Assistant 

Professor

Debbi Robinson Criminal Justice dmrobins@valdosta.edu

Crime Prevention, Sexual 

Deviance, Criminal Victimization, 

have taught all core classes 

(except Ethics) and many electives Qualitative, Survey Reseach Yes Yes Professor

Donna Gosnell Chemistry dgosnell@valdosta.edu

Biochemistry, General chemistry, 

Physical Chemistry, Biophysical 

Chemistry Research

Quantitative, Qualitative, 

Experimental Designs, 

Biophysical Chemistry no yes

Associate 

Professor

Marc G. Pufong Political Science mpufong@valdosta.edu

Law and Courts, Constitutional 

Law, Administrative Law & 

Government, Presidency, Politics 

and the Supreme Court, 

International Law & Governmentt,  

EU Law & Politics, Judicial 

Process,  Law & Justice. 

American Government, Georgia 

Politics and Constitution, …with 

publications in the areas of 

Judicial Decision Making. 

Georgia Government, 

Administrative Law (upcoming), 

Quantitative and Qualitative 

Mixed Methods, Survey 

Research Design yes yes Professor

L. Dee Davis Ott Nursing ldott@valdosta.edu

Graduate Nursing Courses, Falls 

in Older Adults, OSCEs, 

Simulation/Virtual Reality

Quantitative, Qualitative; Mixed 

Methods, Survey Designs no no

Assistant 

Professor

Sarah Arnett

Communication 

Arts swarnett@valdosta.edu

Dance, Choreography, 

Interdisciplinary (Media, Music, 

Technology)

James D. Holland School of Nursing jdhollan@valdosta.edu

Evidence Base Practice, Theory, 

Respiratory Therapy, Asthma, 

Heart Failure, Family, 

Quantitative, Qualitative, 

Diversity, HIV/AIDS, and 

simulation Quantitative, Qualitative no no

Assistant 

Professor

mailto:pdybicz@valdosta.edu
mailto:mpufong@valdosta.edu
mailto:ldott@valdosta.edu


Nanci A Scheetz MSRD nascheet@valdosta.edu

Deaf Education and Interpreter 

Training (ASL)

Survey Research Designs, Focus 

Group Research no yes Professor

Dr. Karen Todd 

Pickles ACED  ktpickles@valdosta.edu

Instructional Design, Online 

Learning, Pathway Programs, 

Course Conversion

Mixed Methods, Survey 

Research Designs yes no

Assistant 

Professor

Brian Ring Biology bcring@valdosta.edu

Introductory Biology Majors, 

Honor's Cell Biology, 

Developmental Biology, Genetics, 

Molecular Genetics, Senior 

Seminar; Molecular Genetics 

Researcher

Quantitative, Mixed Methods, 

Experimental Designs, 

Genetics, Developmental 

Biology, Molecular Biology yes yes

Associate 

Professor

Maren Clegg Hyer

Medieval English studies, English 

studies, scholarship of teaching, 

language arts pedagogy Mixed Methods yes yes

Associate 

Professor

Christina Yates

Communication 

Arts cbcyates@valdosta.edu

Organizational Communiction, 

Training & Development, Small 

Group Communciation, Public 

Speaking, Conflict Managaement, 

Leadership, Organizational 

Analysis, Change Management, 

Instructional Communication, 

Project Management, Process 

Improvement, Creativity

Qualitative, Mixed Methods, 

Survey Research Designs, Focus 

Group Research no no

Assistant 

Professor

Gary Hackbarth

Management and 

Healthcare 

Administration ghackbarth@valdosta.edu

Healthcare Administration, 

Information Systems, Information 

Systems Security, Quantitative 

Analysis, Statistics, Qualitative 

Analysis, Project Management, 

SAP

Quantitative, Qualitative, 

Survey Research Designs, Text 

Analysis, Big Data no yes

Assistant 

Professor

Lucia Y. Lu

Early Childhood 

Education  lylu@vldosta.edu

Reading, Literacy, Diversity Case-

study research Qualitative no yes

Associate 

Professor

mailto:ghackbarth@valdosta.edu


Sha Wilfred Criminal Justice spgray@valdosta.edu

Restorative Justice, Community 

Based Organizations (e.g., Faith-

Based Organizations) and their 

involvement with offenders and 

the criminal justice system, 

juvenile justice issues (i.e., 

juvenile waivers & ATOD), 

mentally-ill offenders, community 

corrections (i.e., the use of 

community service, probation, and 

electronic monitoring as 

alternative forms of sentencing), 

and minorities in the criminal 

justice system.

Quantitative, Qualitative, Mixed 

Methods, Survey Research 

Designs, Focus Group Research yes yes Professor

Michael Savoie

Communication 

Arts mpsavoie@valdosta.edu

Honors, Mass Media, 

Communication, Education

Qualitative, Experimental 

Designs, Focus Group Research yes yes Professor

Deborah Paine MSRD dgpaine@valdosta.edu

Teacher preparation, assessment, 

literacy

Mixed Methods, Survey 

Research Designs, Focus Group 

Research yes no

Assistant 

Professor

Joshua S. Rodefer

Psychology, 

Counseling, and 

Family Therapy  jsrodefer@valdosta.edu

neuroscience, 

psychopharmacology, psychiatric 

disorders, addiction, drug abuse, 

schizophrenia, cognition, decision-

making, learning/memory, 

experimental psychology, 

statistics, behavioral economics

Quantitative, Experimental 

Designs yes yes

Assistant 

Professor

Barbara J. Radcliffe

Middle, Secondary, 

Reading, and Deaf 

Education bjradcliffe@valdosta.edu

Middle Grades Education, 

Literacy, School Improvement, 

Curriculum and Instruction, 

PreService Teacher Preparation, 

Inservice Teacher Development

Qualitative, Survey Research 

Design yes no

Associate 

Professor

Carol M. Glen Political Science cmglen@valdosta.edu

International relations, 

comparative politics, public 

administration Qualitative yes yes Professor

Leslie Sandra Jones Biology lesliesj@valdosta.edu

Biology, Science Education, Anti-

racist Education

Quantitative, Qualitative, Mixed 

Methods, Experimental 

Designs, Survey Research 

Designs yes yes

Associate 

Professor

Jia Lu Geosciences jlu@valdosta.edu

Urban planning, Geography. GIS, 

Spatial Analysis

Quantitative, Survey Research 

Designs yes yes

Associate 

Professor

mailto:jlu@valdosta.edu


Jin Wang Math jwang@valdosta.edu

Operations Research, Probability, 

Statistics

Quantitative, Data Science, 

Modeling, Optimization, Data 

Analysis yes yes Professor

Lee Allen Political Science lallen@valdosta.edu

Several Public Administration sub-

fields American Government and 

State and Local Government

Qualitative, Mixed Methods, 

Survey Research Designs  yes yes Professor

Regina L. Suriel

Middle, Secondary, 

Reading, and Deaf 

Education rlsuriel@valdosta.edu

Science education for middle and 

secondary grades, education 

specialist degree. My research 

expertise is in science education 

and English language learners/ 

Latinos, mentoring, multicultural 

education.

Qualitative, Survey Research 

Design yes no

Assistant 

Professor

Linda Most

Library and 

Information Studies lrmost@valdosta.edu

Library Science; Research 

expertise in qualitative content 

analysis and theory generation. Qualitative no no

Associate 

Professor

David Nelson

Communication 

Arts drnelson@valdosta.edu

social media, pop culture, rhetoric, 

digital communication, humor Quantitative no yes

Associate 

Professor

Karen R. Knoll

Communication 

Sciences and 

Disorders knoll@valdosta.edu

Clinical practicum in speech-

language pathology, child 

language, preschool language and 

vocabulary development, school-

age language and reading

Quantitative, Survey Research 

Designs no yes

Assistant 

Professor

Anita L. Ondrusek

Library and 

Information Studies alondrus@valdosta.edu

Research Methods (in the Social 

Sciences); Adult Learning 

Behavior; Philosophy of 

Teaching; Instructional Design; 

Content Analysis

Quantitative, Qualitative, 

Content Analysis no no Professor

John Dunn History jdunn@valdosta.edu

History: China, Middle East, 

North East Africa, Poland, 

Military affairs - Numismatics. Qualitative yes yes Professor

JT Cox

Middle, Secondary, 

Reading, and Deaf 

Education jtcox@valdosta.edu

English Education and Writing 

Instruction; Pre-Service teacher 

development; attitudes and beliefs 

of pre-service teachers Qualitative yes no

Assistant 

Professor

Neena Banerjee Political Science nbanerjee@valdosta.edu

Quatitative Methods, Performance 

Analysis, Education Policy, 

Diversity, School Culture, 

Education Outcomes

Quantitative, Qualitative, Mixed 

Methods yes no

Assistant 

Professor

mailto:lallen@valdosta.edu


Michael Webster Health Sciences MJWebster@valdosta.edu

physiology, nutrition, muscle 

fatigue, muscle metabolism Experimental Designs yes yes

Associate 

Professor

Martha Laughlin

Marriage and 

Family Therapy mjlaughlin@valdosta.edu

Systems theory, communication 

theory, double bind theory, 

relational thinking and practice Qualitative no no Professor

Amy I. Aronson MCL aaronson@valdosta.edu

Spanish, Latin America, Spain, 

History, Linguistics, Culture Qualitative no no Professor

Ben Wescoatt Math bmwescoatt@valdosta.edu

Undergraduate mathematics 

education Mixed Methods no no

Associate 

Professor

Robert Keen College of Nursing rdkeen@valdosta.edu

Med-Surg Nursing Clinicals for 

Junior 2 students Focus Group Research no no Instructor

Yakov Woldman Chemistry ywoldman@valdosta.edu Biochemistry, General chemistry

Quantitative, Qualitative, 

Experimental Designs no no Professor

Eric Howington

Management and 

Healthcare 

Administration ebhowington@valdosta.edu

Applied statistics, quantitative 

methods, and analytics

Quantitative, Experimental 

Designs no no

Associate 

Professor

Prosper Yao Tsikata

Communication 

Arts pytsikata@valdosta..edu

Health Communication (Rhetoric 

of Health), Organizational 

Communication, Social Media, 

Intercultural Communication

Qualitative, Focus Group 

Research no no

Assistant 

Professor

John F. Elder Biology jfelder@valdosta.edu

Genetics, molecular genetics, 

evolution, fishes, marine biology

Quantitative, Qualitative, Mixed 

Methods, Experimental Designs yes yes Professor

Sean Lennon MSRD smlennon@valdosta.edu

Education, Social Studies, 

Curriculum and Instruction, 

Teaching of critical and 

controversial issues, Quantitative 

methods

Quantitative, Mixed Methods, 

Experimental Designs, Survey 

Research Designs yes no

Associate 

Professor

Jack Mitchell Lockhart Biology jmlockha@valdosta.edu

Teaching - Anatomy, Histology, 

Wildlife Biology, Parastiology 

Research - Wildlife Diseases, 

Vector-Borne Disease Ecology, 

Telemetry, Parasitology

Quantitative, Mixed Methods, 

Experimental Designs no yes Professor

Theresa Grove Biology tjgrove@valdosta.edu

General Biology, Comparative 

Biochemistry and Physiology, Fish 

Physiology, Muscle Physiology, 

Protein Biochemistry, 

Physiological Adaptation

Quantitative, Experimental 

Designs yes yes

Associate 

Professor

Cristina Calestani Biology ccalestani@valdosta.edu

Genetics and Developmental 

Biology

Quantitative, Qualitative, 

Experimental Designs no yes

Associate 

Professor

mailto:mjlaughlin@valdosta.edu


Jennifer Beal-Alvarez MSRD jbalvarez@valdosta.edu

single case design, sign language 

development, assessment Quantitative, Mixed Methods yes no

Assistant 

Professor

Andrea J. Ramirez

Women's and 

Gender Studies ajramirez@valdosta.edu

Feminist Theory, LGBT Studies, 

Queer Theory, Race Class & 

Gender, Social Problems, Global 

Feminism Mixed Methods no no Instructor

Catherine Oglesby History coglesby@valadosta.edu

U.S. history; Gilded 

Age/Progressive Era; women's and 

gender history Qualitative, Mixed Methods no yes Professor

Joseph Martin Political Science josemartin@valdosta.edu

Intergovernmental Relations, 

Public Finance, City Management, 

Urban Planning, Administrative 

Law

Quantitative, Qualitative, Mixed 

Methods no yes Instructor

Victoria Russell

Modern and 

Classical Languages varussell@valdosta.edu

processing instuction / input 

processing; computer assisted 

language learning; pragmatics; 

foreign language teacher 

preparation Quantitative yes no

Associate 

Professor

Steve Downey CLT sedowney@valdosta.edu

Research design, online learning, 

technology-based classroom 

instruction

Quantitative, Mixed Methods, 

Experimental Designs, Survey 

Research Designs yes no

Associate 

Professor

Diane Carol Holliman Social Work dhollim@valdosta.edu

Social welfare policy, social 

welfare history, Human 

Development across the lifespan, 

working to build effective 

agencies and communities. State 

and federal policy practice, Grief 

& loss, aging, grant writing

Qualitative, Survey Research 

Design yes yes Professor

Anne M. Price Sociology annprice@valdosta.edu

survey research, quantitative 

methods, regression analysis

Quantitative, Qualitative, Mixed 

Methods, Survey Research 

Designs no yes

Assistant 

Professor

Deborah Briihl

Psychology, 

Counseling, and 

Family Therapy dbriihl@valdosta.edu

Psychology - scholarship of 

teaching and learning, assessment, 

career development (I also like 

food :

Quantitative, Experimental 

Designs, Survey Research 

Designs no yes Professor

Matthew Carter CSD mdcarter@valdosta.edu

Language and Literacy Disorders, 

Dyslexia, Reading 

Comprehension, Stuttering, 

Speech Acoustics

Quantitative, Experimental 

Designs yes yes

Assistant 

Professor

mailto:dbriihl@valdosta.edu
mailto:mdcarter@valdosta.edu


Crystal Randolph

Communication 

Sciences and 

Disorders crandolph@valdosta.edu

early literacy intervention, 

pediatric feeding and swallowing, 

speech sound disorders Quantitative yes yes

Assistant 

Professor

Samira Garcia

Psychology, 

Counseling, and 

Family Therapy sygarcia@valdosta.edu

Marriage and family therapy, 

postmodern theory Qualitative no no Instructor

Jamie Workman

Curriculum, 

Leadership, and 

Technology jworkman@valdosta.edu

Higher Education/Student Affairs, 

Major and Career Development, 

Living/Learning Communities, 

Academic Advising, Diverse 

College Students Qualitative, Mixed Methods no yes

Assistant 

Professor

Ivan Nikolov

Educational 

Leadership inikolov@valdosta.edu

international studies, political 

economy, international education

Quantitative, Qualitative, Focus 

Group Research yes no Professor

Myrto Drizou English mdrizou@valdosta.edu

American Literature; World 

Literature; Women's Literature; 

Literary Theory and Criticism; 

Comparative Approaches to 

Literature Qualitative no yes

Assistant 

Professor

Jessica Graves

Early Childhood 

and Special 

Education jbgraves@valdosta.edu

Elementary Education, Literacy 

Education, Sociocognitive Theory, 

New Literacies and Technology, 

Instructional Planning, Qualitative 

Research Qualitative no no

Associate 

Professor

Jacob Jewusiak English jmjewusiak@valdosta.edu English literature Qualitative no yes

Assistant 

Professor

Sharon L. Gravett English sgravett@valdosta.edu

19th and 20th century American 

literature; film yes yes Professor

Shaun Ault Math svault@valdosta.edu mathematics

Mathematical Proof and 

Derivation no no

Associate 

Professor

Jonghoon Kang Biology jkang@valdosta.edu

Biophysics, Cell biology, 

Immunology, Bioinformatics, 

Thermodynamics, Kinetics Quantitative no yes

Associate 

Professor

Lee Grimes

Psychology, 

Counseling, and 

Family Therapy legrimes@valdosta.edu

Counseling including Career 

Counseling and Development with 

a K-16 perspective, School 

Counseling, Advocacy, Rural 

Education, Career Education, 

Qualitative Methods Qualitative yes yes

Assistant 

Professor

mailto:sygarcia@valdosta.edu
mailto:jmjewusiak@valdosta.edu


Jesse Cook Music jpcook@valdosta.edu

Brass Pedagogy, Orchestral 

Studies, Music Performance, 

Performance Anxiety

Mixed Methods, Focus Group 

Research no no

Assistant 

Professor

Dharini Bhammar Health Sciences dmbhammar@valdosta.edu

Exercise Physiology, 

Epidemiology, Blood pressure, 

Pulmonary function, Obesity

Quantitative, Experimental 

Designs no yes

Assistant 

Professor

Mandi Bates Bailey Political Science mbbailey@valdosta.edu

American Government, public 

opinion, racial attitudes, attitudes 

toward minority groups, social 

media, stereotyping

Quantitative, Experimental 

Designs, Survey Research 

Designs yes no

Associate 

Professor

Robert Spires

Middle, Secondary, 

Reading, and Deaf 

Education rwspires@valdosta.edu

Asia, qualitative research 

methods, marginalized/vulnerable 

groups, social justice, social 

science

Qualitative, Mixed Methods, 

Survey Research Designs yes no

Assistant 

Professor

Donna N. Sewell English dsewell@valdosta.edu

ethnography, composition 

pedagogy, writing, women's 

literature, grammar, editing Qualitative yes yes Professor

Rudy K. Prine

Sociology, 

Anthropology, 

Criminal Justice

With 22 years of service at VSU 

I've taught almost all of our 

Criminal Justice courses over the 

years with emphasis on CJ Ethics, 

Internships, White Collar Crime, 

Criminology, Organized Crime, 

Terrorism.. In terms of research 

projects I've published in the areas 

of: Judicial Decision 

Making/Sentencing, Agricultural 

Related Crime, Police/Community 

Satisfaction Surveys, City 

Service/Community Satisfaction 

Surveys, Task Analysis for Police 

Departments including the 

Valdosta/Lowndes Regional 

Crime Lab, Alternatives to 

Incarceration of Drug Offenders 

including Day Reporting Centers

Mixed Methods, Survey 

Research Designs yes yes Professor

William F. Truby CLT wftruby@valdosta.edu

grad school of education, 

leadership, k-12 education Qualitative yes no

Assistant 

Professor

Susan Eischeid Music seischei@valdosta.edu

Music, Oboe, Music History, the 

Holocaust Mixed Methods yes yes Professor



Ning Wang

Economics and 

Finance nwang@valdosta.edu

Financial Management, Insurance, 

Risk Management, Healthcare 

Finance, Personal Finance, 

Financial Economics Quantitative no no

Assistant 

Professor

Robert Harding Political Science rcharding@valdosta.edu

Comparative Politics, 

International Relations, 

International Security Mixed Methods no yes

Associate 

Professor

Anurag Dasgupta CS adasgupta@valdosta.edu

Distributed Systems, Algorithm, 

Networking, Game Theory Quantitative, Qualitative no no

Assistant 

Professor

Jenifer Turco Biology jturco@valdosta.edu

microbiology, bacteriology, 

virology, immunology, 

mammalian cell culture

Quantitative, Qualitative, Mixed 

Methods, Experimental Designs yes yes Professor

Dawn T. Lambeth MSRD dtlambeth@valdosta.edu

Educational Leadership, 

Curriculum and Instruction, 

Educational law, Ethics, Equity 

and Diversity in the classroom Qualitative yes no

Associate 

Professor

Meagan Caridad 

Arrastia-Chisholm

Psychology, 

Counseling, and 

Family Therapy mcarrastia@valdosta.edu

educational psychology, 

sociology, instructional design, 

reading research, teacher learning, 

mixed methods, measurement and 

statistics, survey methods, 

experimental design

Quantitative, Qualitative, Mixed 

Methods, Experimental 

Designs, Survey Research 

Designs no no

Assistant 

Professor

Peggy L. Moch Math plmoch@valdosta.edu

Mathematics, Mathematics 

Education, Statistics, Math 

Anxiety, Motivational Theory, 

Teacher Self-Efficacy

Quantitative, Mixed Methods, 

Experimental Designs, Survey 

Research Designs yes yes Professor


